A new Lamprologus is described from the lower Congo River (LCR) in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Lamprologus markerti, new species, is readily distinguished from L. tigripictilis and L. werneri, the LCR endemic lamprologines with which it was once taxonomically conflated, in the possession of a reduced number of gill rakers on the first arch (9-11 versus 12-17), a longer head (32.1-34.7% SL versus 29.3-31.9 and 29.1-32.9% SL, respectively), and a longer predorsal length (33.0-35.9% SL versus 29.3-32.7 and 28.5-32.6% SL, respectively). Further, L. markerti lacks a second intestinal loop present in both L. tigripictilis and L. werneri, and has a highly reduced infraorbital series often consisting of a single first infraorbital (lachrymal) element.
Introduction
The lower Congo River (LCR), a relatively short stretch of about 420 km between Pool Malebo and the Congo's outflow into the Atlantic Ocean, harbors notably high levels of fish species richness and endemism . For cichlids, the LCR is particularly rich with more than 30 species reported, of which 23 are endemic to main channel habitats (Lowenstein et al., 2011) . Among these, four Lamprologus species (L. lethops, L. teugelsi, L. tigripictilis, and L. werneri) are considered LCR endemics. Roberts and Stewart (1976) recognized two color varieties within Lamprologus werneri, and Schelly and Stiassny (2004) elevated the "barred variety" to the species level, naming it L. tigripictilis in reference to its markedly striped appearance. Based on the materials available at the time they recorded its presence in the LCR main channel from the region of Wombe, about 90 km downstream from Pool Malebo, to just below the riverside
